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45 Reasons to Research Immigration Records 9/13/2020

When | first started my ancestor research, after | had gotten over the initial excitement of reviewing
census records and interviewing my living relatives, | almost immediately began trying to find my
immigrant ancestors and how they got to America (Note: my earliest ancestor who immigrated came
here in 1851). Through free repositories such as Ellis Island and Castle Garden and other sites, as well
as those records available via subscription sites | plugged away.

After collecting a few
records, | began to analyze
the contents of those - , ’ - , - 2 o0 v
records. What | learned and » : CRI=ESS oSt St=aed T3
the abundance of : %
information available is -
below. There are tons of
information included in these
records - AND if you analyze
them enough you can
discover familial
relationships that are much
beyond what ship they
arrived in and on what date
they immigrated.
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The first few records were
really old - as in mid-1850's
immigrating old. Below is a
sample of one of those
records for one of my
ancestors from his voyage to
America in 1857.
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As you can see, the quality of
the image is not too great
and the amount of
information is not abundant.
Not to mention that the
handwriting is difficult to
read.
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But things got better. Later versions of the ship manifests included additional information and were
easier to read. And remember - many of the records had two pages of entries for the same person, so
make sure that you look at the page before and the page after you have found someone. Here are
some examples from the late 1800's and 1900's. And the last image is not from a ship, but from
immigration via aircraft.
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INFORMATION SHEET (concerning passenger arriving on alrcraft)

This sheet must be filled out in the English language, typewritten, or printed In Ink
(Note further instructions on back of this sheet)

| Pl strutonn tmaras )

2. Passengor:

— W —— ———— - —

| v I — —"m 1

Fammy Naws l e s tu- V=
BRAUNHART SARA SELMA / [ Stateless . Burn

3, Destination in Unitod States .~ New York . Néw York 780C New Utrachs. At-nn

NAME IN YULL Con wruy or Weacn Crivtew m“"" =
. .~ Oovarey

—

. LS pln"'& T -. ’ ’ . . -U'a-.l“*—“

1 Alreraft ... ¥ 90903  Departing from Burn, Baglead . Date April AN 1046
Arriving in area at New York Date April 15 .10 46

Bogland

1Hete ) LOWy or boun ) ..l.‘n

Fill out spaces below In the cases of nliens only

1, Place of birth Poland Scrudin Race Polish

1 Cwuniny ) LUy of ewn)

Married or single Single Occupation .'Oﬂl
Able to read English

(P lars g wn'wlﬁcnnnul

L T

NQIV, 'V, RP, or abbreviated desi on of othor immigration document, as case may be,)
6a (32

325

., Height: Ft. § tin, 1 ;complexion Ruddy color of hair  Brownof eyes Browm

. Immigration visa, passport visa, reentry permit, or other immigration document. (Prefix number with QIV,

Numbor  QIV 592 lasued at Losdon, Englazd . . Date of (seue 4t Pebruary 1946

0. Last permanent residence Eogland Lcﬁdﬂ._ ...... 21 Chataworth Road, NW2.

Oty ) LI 10y ot enn) 1. -a-.l.-hn

10. Finnl deatination (intended future permanent residence) :

USA New York New York 7510 ¥ew Utrecht Avenue, Brooklym -

tCommtry ) 1Bate) COWy o0 Semm ARt wnd masnber )

11, Going to join relative or friend in U, 8, Stieter  Namo and address of such relative or friond:
Frooklyn

Mra. Anna Tulman New York __ New York 7810 ¥ew Utrecht Avenue,

Namw ) Baaie) A o e  Rireeh and amber)

12, Whether in U, S, before, and if so, where ¥o

|-'~v A PR AR 1) [ T

and when

At s ber )

a2 l’ur[\up; in Au;‘mmu to the . 8.~ to Reside Longth of intended stay Permanently

14, Whoether has ticket to destination Ton Amount of money shown
15. Whether over in prison or in institution for Ihamm and treatment of the insane

16. Whether ever excluded from admission to the United Qulu or arrested and deported from the Unlud
Mo :

States

17. Marks of identification : T od for United Siates Immigration oflicer)

Immigration list No. Line No. 1

Namao of C& la!'lm‘.ﬂuﬁ Nﬂ. M-«MJ nircraft

Head 1ax status
Held for NSI

Admitted under sectic  -Sof3R o 4 (J))

Aller's passport will -n’l‘:.“:l"o of ldentity 4/16/46

’

Passongor inspected (and information hereon verified) by o ,TA st L O .

This forvs may be obtained upon pnw’ml from the Superintendent Decuments, Government Printing Office, Washington,

1. C0 1t may be printed by private pa
of paper.

Image 5

So, let's take a look at the information available in the last four images - which make up the

provided it conforms to official form in slse, wording, arrangensent, and quality and codor

LR L L

preponderance of the form types in the late 1800's through mid-1900's or so. As you can see, the later
images were typed. This of course could create a problem - were they typed from a handwritten form,

which could certainly introduce errors not only in typing but in transferring?
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In any case, let's list the information that is available in all the form variations and why it is valuable to
our genealogy and family history research:

1.

13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.

27.

Name of the Immigrant - to me this is always fascinating. Despite the legend that names were
changed at Ellis Island - they certainly were not. But folks did change their name later. Members
of my own family changed their Hebrew names to their English/American equivalents - not
necessarily at the time of immigration but at some point later. So searching for the Anglicized
name may not bear fruit in these cases when searching for their immigration records. Later
naturalization records may give some hints to their birth name. Many times abbreviations were
used. For example in Image 1, my ancestor Bernhard Braunhart had his entry shortened for his
given name to "Bernh’

Family - families certainly did travel together and sometimes not, but sometimes not on the
same ship or in the same year. For example, my great grandmother immigrated in 1888; one
sister in 1892, another sister and brother in 1890, her mother and yet another sister in 1898.
Other relatives may have been on the same ship - so take a look at all the manifest pages.

Just like in census records, a page or two away may be an aunt, a cousin, or other relative.

Age

Gender

Marital Status

Occupation

Ability to Read and/or Write - also indicates which language they were proficient in.

Nationality /Citizenship

Race

. Place of Birth - City/town and country
. Place of Last Residence - City/town and country
. Name and Address of Contact for Location from Whence they Came - This is very useful

information because it may provide information about a family member in the "old country"
that you may know nothing about. This is especially true in Image 2 as this record was used to
provide further evidence of the name of the father of my immigrant ancestor.

Visa - Number and where and when issued.

Final Destination - City/Town and State.

Whether Going to Visit a Relative or Friend - name and complete address is requested in this
entry. Similar to the contact person from whence they came - this entry can also provide terrific
clues as to other relatives of the immigrant.

Ever Been in Prison, Almshouse, Mental Institution or Supported by Charity?

Polygamist?

Anarchist?

Labor Contract?

Physical and Mental Health Condition?

Deformed or Crippled?

Do You Have a Ticket for Final Destination?

Who Paid for Your Passage?

How Much Money in Your Possession?

Been to The U.S. Before?

Height - just one of the physical characteristics requested in the form. In lieu of a lack of a
photo for an ancestor - these characteristics provide some clue to what they looked like.
Hair Color
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28. Eye Color
29. Complexion Type

30. Marks of Identification

31. Name of Ship

32. Port/City of Departure

33. Date of Departure

34. Part of the Vessel for Travel - which deck, for example

35. Port/City of Arrival

36. Date of Arrival

37. For Aircraft - Carrier and Flight Number

38. Purpose for Coming to the U.S.

39. Length of Intended Stay

40. Ever Excluded from U.S., Deported or Arrested?

41. Detained Aliens - Name

42. Detained Aliens - Reason for Detention- usually medical; the form is not shown here but is a
separate form

43, Detained Aliens - Final Disposition

44. Detained Aliens - Date of Discharge

45, Detained Aliens - Number of Meals Provided

And by the way - if these 45 reasons aren't enough for you, you can always research and analyze
emigration records - that is the records for the immigrant from his or her departure location.

As stated above, there is a ton of information available in these documents and records - not just the
name of the immigrant and the ship and date of arrival. One can piece together quite a bit of clues
about the immigrant's family, health, physical characteristics and other interesting and helpful
information.

So search away - but make sure that you analyze every piece of information provided. You just might
find new family members who did not even travel or immigrate.
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